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Social Security cartoon

I would like to respond 
to the (editorial) cartoon 
of Feb. 21.   

I am the mother of four 
baby boomers and they 
realized when they en-
tered the work force they 
needed to plan for their 
retirement. 

Social Security was 
never intended for one to 
live on. It is a supplement. 
Unfortunately, it has been 
used for much more than 
it was intended for. 

We have long realized it 
cannot go on this way. The 
sooner people realize this, 
the better off this country 
will be.

Eileen Reamer
Kingsley

Snyder’s budget unfair

Michigan Gov. Rick Sny-
der is proposing a budget 
that is heartless, unfair 
and shortsighted. 

He is advocating the 
elimination of tax credits 
that will severely damage 
both the elderly and chari-
table causes. If he had 
spoken of these cuts when 
he ran for office, he would 
never have been elected.

Saturday’s Record-Eagle 
lists some of these propos-
als. Donations to home-
less shelters, food banks 
and public universities 
would no longer be tax-
deductible. He even wants 
to eliminate tax credits for 
adoption, stillbirths and 
farmland preservation. 

Severe hardship would 
be imposed on the elderly 
by eliminating the tax 
exemption on pension 
income. 

There are several similar 
proposals. The article 
says Snyder would use the 
extra money to pay for a 
corporate tax change that 
would save businesses $1.8 
billion a year. 

It is a heartless trade-
off at the expense of the 
elderly and organizations 
depending on donations to 
operate. 

It is important for both 
Democrats and Republi-
cans to reject these unwise 
proposals. 

Other governors are 
showing more wisdom and 
courage in addressing 
their budget problems.

Paul A. Zimmerman
Traverse City

Warming earth is a fact

Mr. McGuire recently 
expressed hope that the 
Congress would defund ef-
forts by the EPA to control 
global warming. However, 
in this country, the EPA is 
likely our last hope to pre-
serve our planet given the 
“business as usual” thrust 
of this GOP Congress.

None of his statements 
is true.  

CO2 rose from 280 parts/
million (ppm)  in 1950 
to 391 ppm now. Earth 
temperature is rising, up 
1.5 degrees Celsius. Polar 
bears and glaciers are 
vanishing. Arctic ice is 
reducing at 11.5 percent a 
decade and will be gone 
in 20 years. The Antarctic 
and Greenland are losing 
ice at an alarming rate.  

The ocean is warming, 
acidifying and rising. 
Forty percent of the ocean 
nutrient base is gone. Sea 
level could go up several 
meters in 20 years, sub-
merging low-lying states 
and countries.   Atmo-
spheric moisture is in-
creasing because of rising 
temperature and therefore 
also the severity of rain 
and snow.

He says there is no evi-
dence of all this?  

There is evidence. More 
than 900 peer-reviewed 
journal articles concur 
that global warming exists 
and is caused by human 
activity related to green-
house gases, CO2 and CH4.  
Disagreements: zero, none.

Our need now is to pre-
serve our grandchildren; 
not to destroy their hope 
of survival.

Robert E. Marshall
Lake Leelanau

Don’t hurt education

Instead of putting the 
wealthy, big banks and 
oil companies ahead of 

our children, Gov. Snyder 
and other politicians in 
Lansing should propose 
real, balanced solutions 
to Michigan’s budget 
crisis. 

Drastic cuts to educa-
tion are not the answer. 
School districts across 
Michigan have been and 
currently are already do-
ing more with less. 

In order for our state to 
become a leader in edu-
cation, everyone, big cor-
porations included, must 
learn the meaning of 
sacrifice. Our children’s 
futures depend on it. 

Education is one of the 
few investments a state 
can make that really does 
pay back.

Jeff Leonhardt
Traverse City

Thoughtless people

Over the first weekend 
in February two soldiers, 
in full uniform, were to 
be on the day’s last flight 
from Detroit to Traverse 
City. 

It was the final leg of a 
trip from halfway around 
the world where they 
had been serving on our 
behalf. 

They had been traveling 
for more than 24 hours 
and were certainly look-
ing forward to seeing their 
families. 

Due to weight restric-
tions, a handful of people 
were bumped from the 
flight. The two soldiers 
were among those who 
were bumped. At least one 
of them was only on leave 
and would have limited 
time with his wife and 
children. 

The fact that the airline 
would pick these two is 
bad enough, but we’ve 
come to expect this kind 
of thoughtlessness from 
large corporations. 

The appalling part of the 

story is that only one of 
the other passengers on 
that flight offered to give 
up their seat. One soldier 
had to wait another day 
to reunite with all that he 
had left behind in order to 
serve us. 

I’m new to Traverse City 
and have found it to be 
a wonderful community. 
I’m sorry to hear that a 
planeload of inconsider-
ate people arrived that 
weekend. 

David Millar
Traverse City

Hurting middle class

Recent news articles 
indicate that the state 
insurance commissioner, 
Ken Ross, has granted yet 
another rate increase to 
Blue Cross/Blue Shield for 
individual medical policy 
holders. 

You have to wonder how 
deep is the commissioner 
in with Blue Cross/Blue 
Shield? 

In January, my wife’s 
individual insurance 
premium was increased by 
approximately 10 percent 
and now an additional 9 
percent is granted, effec-
tive April of this year. 

Only those with the 
elaborate group-negotiat-
ed medical contracts are 
exempt from the increase. 

Once again the small in-
dividual is being asked to 
support the big companies 
and state employees. 

The new state attorney 
general appears to be 
satisfied with the increase, 
and why not, his medical 
is furnished by the state of 
Michigan. 

Our state senator and 
representative take the po-
sition that this is not their 
problem, and why not, they 
are covered by the state of 
Michigan. 

Who is left to protect the 
middle class, small indi-
viduals who need insur-
ance? 

Electing new people to 
office apparently means 
nothing as the new arriv-
als take care of themselves 
first just like their prede-
cessors. 

Maybe the new governor 
could get involved in this 
matter as he seems to be 
the last person we can 
turn to.

Mike Shagena
Bellaire
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Non-motorized 
recreational and 
bike paths are 

important trails today and 
into northern Michigan’s 
future. 

They make 
our communi-
ties livable and 
breathable. 
They spur eco-
nomic activity. 
They protect 
wildlife habi-
tat.

They lead us 
to quiet places 
and beautiful 
landscapes. They con-
nect communities and 
the natural world. They 
take us down safer, less-
traveled roads into urban 
neighborhoods. They give 
us a deeper sense of place 
and help us maintain it.

During the last two to 
three decades, nearly 200 
miles of trails were cre-
ated in Grand Traverse, 
Leelanau, Benzie and 
Kalkaska counties by far-
sighted community activ-
ists, local governments, 
organizations and volun-
teers with strong support 
from local businesses.

Two new projects — Buf-
falo Ridge Trail in Tra-
verse City and the 27-mile 
Sleeping Bear Heritage 
Trail in Leelanau County 
— are important additions 
to this network and de-
serve widespread public 
support.

Munson Medical Center 
has pledged $10,000 for 
the first phase and now 
also is pledging to match, 
dollar-for-dollar, up to 
$10,000 in private dona-
tions by March 15.

The total estimated 
cost of  Buffalo Ridge 
is $345,000. When com-
pleted, the trail will 
link the Grand Traverse 
Commons’ south campus 
entrance just west of 
14th and Division streets 
to West Middle School 
and eventually to three 
schools, natural areas, the 
Commons, Historic Barns 
Park, Great Wolf Lodge, 
the YMCA and the TART 
system.

The Sleeping Bear Heri-
tage Trail, the brainchild 
of the local Leelanau 
Heritage Scenic Route 
committee, will cost an 
estimated $10 million — 
half from federal, state 
and local governments 
and half from private 
fundraising, over about 10 
years.  

About $3 million in gov-
ernment grants already 
have been awarded.

Construction of the first 
phase of mostly hard-
surface trail through the 
length of the lakeshore is 
expected to start this fall 

on a four-mile segment of 
M-109 linking Glen Arbor 
to the Dune Climb. 

The trail, when com-
pleted, will run from the 
Manning-Norconk inter-

section south of 
Empire to Good 
Harbor Bay at 
the north end 
of the park in 
Leelanau Coun-
ty. It will mostly 
parallel state 
highways M-22 
and M-109. The 
goal is to make 
the park safer 

for bicycling families with 
children and other non-
motorized uses. 

Only already disturbed 
land in the park — exist-
ing trails and abandoned 
railroad beds — will be 
used for the trail. 

Scenic northern Michi-
gan, with its tourist-driv-
en economy, is already a 
mecca for recreational 
trail enthusiasts, a trend 
that promises to continue.

Today, the combined 
TART and Leelanau trails 
stretch 28 miles from Bun-
ker Hill Road near Acme 
to Suttons Bay. 

The Betsie Valley Trail 
winds 27 miles from 
Thompsonville to Frank-
fort-Elberta. The Ka-
lkaska Area Recreational 
Trail is two miles long.

Long-range plans call 
for expansion of the TART 
system to Williamsburg, 
Kalkaska and Elk Rapids, 
as well as into the Board-
man Valley and toward In-
terlochen, Thompsonville 
and Betsie Valley. Talk 
has also begun on how to 
extend the Sleeping Bear 
trail into Benzie County.

The Sleeping Bear 
Dunes Heritage Trail will 
be a great ride in our 
region — and for it — if  a 
survey of 696 people visit-
ing Sleeping Bear Dunes 
during one July week in 
2009 is any indication.  

Eighty-eight percent 
said they purchased 
meals, lodging and other 
support services in com-
munities within a one-
hour drive from the park.  

The top six communities 
mentioned in order were 
Traverse City, Glen Arbor, 
Leland, Beulah/Benzonia 
and Frankfort.

The average total ex-
penditure per person was 
$199. 

The park didn’t estimate 
overall economic impact 
of the park on surround-
ing communities, but if 
you multiply that by the 
total number of 2009 visi-
tors — 1,165,836 people — 
you get $232 million. 

By any measure, that’s 
well worth the effort and 
the investment.

Multi-use bike paths  
roll to a rosy future

The issue
n Growing network 
of bike paths

Our view
n A good route to 
pedal
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